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Tilloteon on Mistakes of Edueation. 
From TiLoTson’s Sunmons. 

Many parents according to their best know] ahd ap- 
' ehension of religion, in ‘which they Hecotives have 
sdugated,.and too of{en according to their zeal with- 
out knowledge, do take great care to plant little and il} 
z Opinions in the minds of their dhildven, aud so 
ion them toa party, by iafusing into them tle particu- 
tar notions and phrases of a seet, which, when they come 
to be examined, havé no substance, nor perhaps sénse in 
them. And by this means, instead of bringing them up 
in the true and solid principles of christianity, they take a 
great deal of pains to instruct them iti some dew 
trine Of no great moment int religion, and perhaps false at 
the bottom; whereby, iustead of teaching them to hate 
sin, they fix them in schism, and teath them to hate and 
damn all those, who differ from them aud are oppusite to 
them; who yet are perhaps much more in the right, and 

far better christians than themselves. 

And, indeed nothing is more common and more to be pi- 
tied, than to see with What a confident contempt and scorn- 
fal pity some ill instructed and ignorant people will lament 
the bliinduess and ignorance of those, who bave a thousand 
times more true knowledge and skill than themselves, not 
only in all other things, but even in the practice as well as 
knowledge of the chrjstian religion ; believing those, who 
do not relish their affected phrases and uncouth forms of 
speech, to be ignorarit of the mysteries of the Gospel, and 
utter strangers tothe life and power of godliness. But 
now what is the necessary effect of this mistaken way of 
educetion? The hervest js just answerable to the husband- 
ty. Infelux lolium et steriles dominantur avenae. As they 
have sown, so they must expect to reap, aud instead of 
good grain to have eockle and tares.— 


Parents do very often mainly miscarry, in not teaching 
their childres the true difference between good and evil, 
and the degrees of them; as when we teach them any 
thing is a sin, that really is not, or that any thing is not a 
gin, which in truth is so ; or when we teach them to lay 
more stress and weight upon things than they will bear; 
making that, which perhaps is only convenient, to be in the 
highest degree necessary, or that which it may be is only 
inconvenient, or may be an occasion of scandal to some 
weak christians, to be a sin in its own naturedamnable. 


Parents do likewise lay too great a weight upon things, 
whgn they are as diljgent to instruct them in lesser things, 
andes strict in enjoining them, and as severe in punishing 
the commission or neglect of them, according as they es- 
teem them good or evil, as if they were the weightier 
things of the law, and matters of the greatest moment in 
religion. 


andie 


Thus I have known very careful and well meaning par- 
ents, that have with great severity restrained their children 
inthe wearing of their hair; nay, I can remember since 
the wearing of it below their ears was looked upon as a 
sin of the first magnitude ; and when ministers generally, 
whatever their text was, did in every sermon either find or 
wake an occasion, with great severity, to reprove the great 
sin of long hair; and if they saw any one in the congrega- 
tion guilty in that kind, they would point him out partic- 
ularly, and let fly at him with great zeal. 


} have likewise known some parents, that have strictly 


ul dec-} 


[NO. il. 
forbidden their children the use of some sorts of recrea- 
tions and games, under the notions of heinous sins, upon a 
empape beeper NS 2 > and of for- 
tune and ski ey were therefore unla’ 7 ® reason 
which I think hath no weight and foree init, though I do 
not deny, but human laws may for very prudent reso 
either restrain or forbid the use of these 
‘the boundless expense both of money and o $s, which 
is many times occasioned by them. ' 

I have kxiown others, nay perhaps the same persons, that 
would not only allow, but even encourage their chikirer, 
ooraee the very service of God r some forms, which 

ing to their several apprehens they esteemed to 
be superstitious or factivus. But thi | have ever thought 
to bea thing of most dangerous consequences, and have 
often observed it to end either in the neglect or contempt 
of all religion. 

And how many parents teach their children doubtful 
opiniens, and lay great stress upoa them, as if they were 
saving or damning points; and hereby set such an edge and 
keenness upoh them, for or against some indifferent modes 
arid circumstances of God’s worship, as if the being 
of achurch and the essence of religion were concerned in 
them. ; 

These certaitily are great mistakes, and many (imes hove 
very pernicious effeats, th as to confound things, which are 
of so wide aud vast a difference as good and evil, lewful 
and unlawful, indifferent and necessary. For when chil- 
dren come to be men, and to have a freer and larger view 
of the world, and shall find by the contrary practice of 
very wise and serious persons, that they have quite diiier- 
ent apprehensions of these matters, and do not think that 
to be a sin, whieh their parenis have so strictly forbidJen 
them under that notion, and many times punished then 
more severely for the doing of it, than if they had told a 
lie, this may make them apt to question whether any thing 
be asin ; and the violences which they offer to their con- 
sciences, and the strain that they give them upon such an 
occesion, by complying with the general practice of others, 
contrary to the principles of their education, doth many 
times open a gap for great and real sins. 

Besides, that children which are bred up in high preju- - 
dices for or against indifferent opinions or practices in reli- 
gion, do usually when they are grown up prove to be men 
of aarrow and contracted spirits, peevish, and froward, and 
uncharitable, and many times great bigots and zealots, 
either in the ways of superstition and faction, according to 
the principles which have been instilled into them, te bias 
them any way. And very hardly do they ever quit them- 
selves so clearly of their prejudices, as to become wise, aud 
peaceable, and substantial christians. 

In short, if we carefully observe it, we shall find, that 
when children have been thus indiscreetly educated, their 
religion differs as much from thet of sober and judicious 
christians, as the civil behaviour and conversation of these, 
who have been unskilfully and conceitely taught how to 
carry themselves, does from the behaviour of those, whe 
have had a more free and generous education. 

— 
DR. CHALMERS’ SERMON. 

MR. REED—lIn the year 1818, Dr. Chalmers, the celebra- 
ted Scotch clergyman, preached a sermon before the Aux- 
iliary Society to the Hibernian Society, or Irish Free 
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S-hool Society. The title of the discourse is * The Doc- 
trine of Christian Charity applied to the case of Religious 
Differences.” The text, Matt. vii. 3, 4, 5,—* And why be- 
holdest thou the mote that is in thy brothers eye &e.” ‘The 
sermon is eloquent, able, and unexceptionable. After 
speaking of the fault of evil-speaking in general, and of the 
nrejndice existing in Great Britain against the religion of 
L>-shmen, Dr. Chalmers sa ws— 

“ Let us, therefore, take a nearer look of Popery, and 
try tofind owt how mueh of Popery there is in the.religion 
of Protestants. 


First then, it is said of Papists, that they ascribe an infal- 


libility to the Pope, so that, if he were to say one thing, and} 


the Bible another, his authority would carry over the au- 


thority of Ged. And, think you, my brethren, that there 
is no such Popery among you ? Is there no taking of your 


repaired to for the purpose of recruiting our languid affee-- 
tions to the Saviour, and strengthening eur faith, and arm- 
ing us with a firmer resolution, and more vigorous pur- 
pose of obedience, does the conscience of no communicant 
solace itself by the mere performance of the outward act, 
and suffer him to go back with a more reposing security 
‘to the follies, and viees, and indulgences of the world ? 
‘Then, my brethren, his erroneous views of the sacrament 
may not be elothed in a term se appalling to the hearts and 
the feelings of Protestants as transubstantiation, but to it 
belongs all the immorality of transubstantiation ; and the 
thorn must be pulled out of his eye, ere he can see clearly. 
to cast the mote out of his. brother's eye. 

But, thirdly, it is said that Papists worship saints, and 
fall down togravenimages.. This is very, bad.. “ Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve.” But let us take ourselves to task upon 


felig'on upon trust frem another, when you should draw 
it fro and unsullied from the fountain-head of inspiration? 
You all have, or you ought to bave, Bibles ;—and how 
often is it repeated there,“ Hearken diligently unto me”? 
Now, do-you obey this requirment, by making the reading 
of your Bibles a distinct and earnest exercise ? Do you ev- 
er dare to bring your favourite ministerto- the tribunal of 
the word, or would you tremble at the presumption of such 
au attempt, so that the hearing of the word earries a great- 
er authority over your mind than the reading of the word? 
Now, this want of dering, this trembling at the very idea of 
a dissent from, your minister, this indolent acquieseence in 
his doctrine, is just calling another man master’;—it is put- 
ting the authority of man over the authority of Gad ; itis 


this charge also. Have we no consecrated names in the 
annals of refermation—no worthies who hold toe command- 
ing a place in the remembrance and affection of Protestants ? 
Are there no departed theologians, whose works hold toe 
domineering an ascendency over the faith and practice of 
Christians ? Are there no laborious compilations of other 
days, which, instead of interpreting the Bible, have given: 
its truths a shape,. and a form, and an arrrangment, that 
confer upon. them another impressien,. and impart to them 
another influence, from the pure and original record ? We 
may not bend the knee in any sensible chamber of imagery,- 
at the fremembrance of favourite saints. But do we not 
bend the understanding before the volumes of favourite 





throwing yourself into a prostrate attitude at the fooistoe! 


of human infallibility ; it is not just kissing the toe of rev- 
erence fbut it is the profounder degradation of the mind, 
and without the name of Popery— 
that name which lights up so ready an antipathy in your 


_and of all its faculties : 


bosoms, your soul may be infected, with the substantial 
poison, and your conscience be weighed down by the op- 


pressive shackles, of Popery. And all this in.the noon-day 
effulgence of a Protestant country where the Bible, ia your 
mother tomgue, circulates among all your families—where 
. itmay be met with on every shelf, and is: ever soliciting 


you to look to the wisdom that is mseribed upon. its pages. 
O! how tenderly should we deal with the-prejudices of a 
rade and uneducated peaple, who have no Bibles, and no 


art of reading among them, to unlock its treasures, when 


we think that, even in this our land, the voiee of human 


authority carries so mighty an influence along with it, and 


veneration for the word of God is darkened and polluted by 
a blind veneration for its interpreters. 


We tremble to read of the fulminations that have issued 
in other days from a conelave of cardinals. 
tonclaves, and no fulminations, and no orders of inquisi- 
tion, im our own country ? Is there no professing brother- 


hood or no professing sister-hood, to deal their censorious 
invectives around them, upon the members of an excom- 
municated world ? There is such a thing as a religious 
There is a “ little flock,” om the one hand, anda 
But have a 


public. 
“world lying in wickedness,” on the other. 
eare ye who think yourselves of the favored few, how you 
never transgress the mildness, and charity, and unostenta- 


tious virtues of the gospel; lest you hold out a distorted 
picture of christianity in your neighbourhood, and impose 
that as religion om the fancy of the creduieus, which stands 


at as wide a distance from the religion of the New Testa- 


ment, as do the services of an exploded superstition, or 


the mummeries ofan antiquated ritual. 

But, again, it is said of Papists, that they hold‘ the mon- 
strous doctrine of transubstantiation. |] 
menis of our country, is there no crucifying of the Lord 


afresh ? Is there none of that which gives the doctrine of 


transubstantiation all its mallignant influences on the hearts 
and lives of its proselytes? Is there no mysterious virtue 
émexed te the elements ef this erdiance’ Instead ef being 


Have we no 


But in the sacra- 


authors, and do an homage to those representations of the 
minds of the men of other days; which should be exclusively 
given to-the representation of the mind of the Spirit, as put 
down in the book of the Spirit’s revelation? It is right. 
that each of us should. give the contribution of his owa: 
talepts, and his own learning, to this most interesting cause ; 
but let the great drift of our argument be to prop the au- 
thority of the Bible, and to turn the eye of earnestness up- 
on its pages ;—for if any work, instead of exalting the Bible 
shall be made, by the misjudging reverence of others, te 
stand in its place, then we introduce a false worship inte 
the heart ef a reformed country, and lay prostrate the con* 
science af men under the yoke of a spurious authority. , 
Christian Register. 
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FOR THE INQUIRER 

It is to. be regretted, that the only system of religious be- 
lief, which can make humanexistence itself appear at alb 
desirable, should be stigmatised as a demoralizing; danger- 
ous, aud even damnable doctrine. That it should be con- 
sidered as removing every incentive to virtue, ef taking off 
all restraint from vice—and of opening the: flood gates of 
iniquity !—If that love which is the fulfilling of the law, is 
licentious and demoralizing—if dread and horror, are in- 
centives to virtue,and that summary of religion,on which 
hang all the law and the prophets, is dangerous and danina- 
ble: then are those insinuations correct. But if not, them 
they are utterly false and deceptive ; and ought to be re- 
futed, and their fallacy held up to public view. Could 
we find some numerous family of young children, who af- 
ter being taught that their father loved them alk with a 
tender and unalterable affection, should be made to believe 
that he would shortly change from love to hatred ; and fal¥ 
upon his poor, dependant, erring and ignorant offspring aud 
make indiscriminate havocand slaughter of the lives of at 
least one half of their number before his vengeance coul¢ 
be satiated : It would afford usa faint specimen of that re- 
ligion, which is elaimed tobe the only safe guard of our 
morals‘! And should it be insisted upon, thatunless these 
children were made to believe that their father would soon 
smake such a display of his vindictive justicc, as to destroy 
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‘a great part of the family: they could not love him with 
all their heart nor love one another as they ought; end that 
if any should continue to doubt that this was their father’s 
true eharacter, they would for this very reason be made to! 
feel the effects of his rage, so Jeng as there should remain} 
in them the least susceptibility of enduring torment. The 
similitude, though still faint, would be no less appropriate. 
How is it that men dare to characterise the most high God, 
in a manner that would disgrace the worst of earthly par- 
ents. Forcould one such be found; who should take in 
Jhand, even owe, and that the most obstinate of bis children 
‘and commence upon him u course of incessant chastisemeni, 
without the least intention of restoring the child to virtue 
and happiness, but with a determination to imorease the 
severity of the strokes, until lacerated, bleeding and mang- 
Jed, he should sink down and expire at his feet; all the 
world would unite in execrating the monster! And yet 
the pretended embassadors of the prince.of peace and rec- 
enciliation, are perpetuatlycallingon us to believe, that the 
father of our spirits, the lord of life and glory, will conduct 
im a manner ‘infinitely more atrocious!!! Such is the 
popular religion of the day. We are demanded. to wor- 
ship a God of mconsistent and contradictory qualities, a 
God void of system, possessed of more hatred than love, 
momentary, and mutable in goodness, but permanent and 
unalterable in malevolenee, capricious and unstable in pity, 
but unrelenting and mexorabie in wrath, weak and ineffi- 
cient to save, but potent and omuipotent to damn, subject 
to embarrassment and defeat in every purpoxe and design. 
but that of his eternal vengeance ! 


But it is time that we open our eyes upon the deception 
that has been practised upon us. ‘What, can we not love 
the author of our being until he shall become painted im 
our imagination as a detestable and terrific monster, who 
will quick!y bring upon us a most awful destruction.—Or 
if not on carselves individually, on millions of our broth- 
ers, and sisters of the human family. And will it insure 
eur own damnation to doubt of this? Is there no way in 
“which we can so highly offend the God of love, as to over- 
rate his goodness, or to detract the immensity of his wrath ? 
As no parent would be willing to sustain the character here 
described : so, neither do we believe it can be pleasing to 
the’ father of the spirits of all flesh—wretched indeed must 
be any family under the government of sucha parent. As 
we, who are heads of families on earth, know that their 
peace caunot be endangered by teaching the children that 
their father loves them all impartially ; and that he will 
eertainly reclaim them all to virtue and happiness if it is 
in his power: so we believe thatthe father of our spirits 
will reclaim all his children because we know he has be- 
nevolence to dictate, and power to accomplish so desirable 
a object. We also know that should our children be 
taught the contrary, and be made to believe that we are 
determined, instead of using every effort to restore and re- 
elaim them, soon to turntheir worstjenemy : it would poison 
every enjoyment and deaden every social feeling. So wei 
believe that the prevalenee of those doctrines which de- 
mand a belief that our father in heaven will soon become 
eur most formidable, and unrelenting enemy ; from whose 
tremendous wrath we can never escape: have been the 
prolific cause of confusion and every evil work. And that 
they will continue to scourge the human family, until they 
give Place to the more rational, and gospel doctrine of 
God’s universal goodness. And as we also know, that by 
our children being taught in the manner described, can be 
no safeguard to their morals; cannot conduce to the peace 
and happiness of the family ; but must excite that fear of 
their fathers wrath ; and that distrust and jealousy among 
themselves, which must wither all the charities of domes- 
tic life : so we believe that the doctrine of God’s vindictive, 
cruel,and interminable wrath, when he shall no longer com- 
passionate his wretched offspring, but take delight in aug- 
menting the intolerable curse of their existence ; instead of 


guarding our morals, will contaminate them: imetead. of } 





being an incentive te virtue ; will produce distrust. dread, 
and horror,—instead of drawing us with the cords of love, 
will tend to drive us te the abyss of black despair ! 

A UNIVERSALIST. 


FOR THR INQUIRER, 
What is Universalism ? 


Ans. It is the doctrine, thatall the families of the earth 
will be blessed in Chirist. 


On what is this dectrine founded ? 

Ans. On God’s declaration to the Serpent,—* He (mean- 
ing Christ) shall bruise thy head ;” and to Abraham,—*Iw 
thee shall all the families-of the earth be blessed.”—Gen. 
12, 3. 

What is this doctrine called in scripture? 

Ans. Tt iszalled the gospel. . 

And who, in scripture, is said to be the first preacher of 
this gospel? Ans. God. 


“ The scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached befere the gospel unie 
Abraham, saying, in thee shall wll nations be blesse!.”—- 
Gal. 3, 8. 

‘That ell nations, or all families of the earth will be bies- 
sedin Christ is what Universalists contend jor; and all 
they contend for. The truth ef God's declaration, or God's 
word, therefore, is Universalism ; for all the families of the 


] earth cannot be blessed in Christ without making Univer- 


salimtrue. There isno blessing in Christ spoken of in 
scripture but salvation. “Thou shalt call his pame Jesus 
for he shall save his people from their sins.” “God having 
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you by turning 
away every one of ‘you from his iniquities.” “I also will 
give thee to be alight to the Gentiles, that thuu mayest 
be my salvation to the ends of the earth.” Such are the 
declarations of scripture. Salvation in Christ,to the ends 
of the earth, 1s, therefore, evidently the blessiig promised 
in the gespel which God himself preached to Abraham. 
This being universal salvation, Gou himself was the first 
preacher of the doctrine. 

Now there lies before me a pamphiet coniaining a sermon 
by one Lemuel Haynes, a Mulativ, who formerly preached 
in Rutland, (Vt.) and the opiniou of oue Ezekiel Terry, 
~who calls himself “ Elder in the church. of Christ,” eou- 
cerning the “ Nature and tendency of Universalism.” vir. 
H’s. sermon I have heard much about for years past—how 
it bas gone through numerons editions in this country, and 
travelled to Europe te be printed and cireulated there.— 
How it so excellently treats the universal doctrine that all 
the learned doctors of divinity give it the pre-eminence 
over their own volwmnious productions against it. But of 
this Ezekiel Terry's opinion, which so well accords with 
the eermon, I had never heard, till the other day found 
the pamphiet m circulation in my neighborhood, aud ascer- 
tamed that it was introduced by christian persons, who are 
anxious to arrest the progress of the doctrine of God in 
this place. As it respects Mr. H’s. sermon I have only te 
say, that it is directed to stigmatize the gospel of God, by 
representing that the devil first preached itto Eve, saying, 
* ye shall not surely die,”—that the devil isthe sole author. 
of it, that he continues to preach it, and that it is a devilish 
doctrine! It isenough to make one’s bleod run cold te 
hear the gracious doctrine of God so vilely traduced ; but 
we must consider that it is but the effusion of « bigoted 
mind. Let us not cast him away, for he is our brother. | 
trust that through ignorance he did thia thing, even as the 
Jews crucified Christ. Ezekiel Terry, treadmg in the foot- 
steps of brother Haynes, deals largely in abusive, not te 
say blasphemous ianguage, and asserts things that are not 
true. He thinks. it clear that universal salvation is what 
the serpent said,—*“ye shall not surely <i2.” 

* For asin Adam all @ie, even se iy Christ shall all be 
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made alive.”—* Sin entered into the werld, aud death by 
_ sin, and so death hath passed upon all men for that all have 
sinned.” ‘If one died for all, then were ai/ dead.” These 
are texts which universalists resort to in proof of their 
doctrine. They preach that all men, being sinners, do re- 
ceive the wages of sin, which ig death; and that salvation 
consists in being made alive againin Christ, The Saviour, 
therefore according to the logic of brothers Haynes and 
Terry, and their followers the dectors of divinity, and the 
professors of reputed religion, the universu! doctrine, and 
sutau’s, ate one and the same.—To say, “ye shall nol surely 
die,” and “as in Adam ail die,” is to speak the same words ! 
Although the serpent never said in Christ shall all, or any, 
be made alive ; and althoughitis all the dependence of 
nniversalists that those who die for sin shall be made alive 
again in Christ, yet, say divines, such as brothers Haynes 
and Terry, the devil and universalists preach the same 
doctrine. To be more particular; brother Terry says 
(sAze 15) “1 am confident men of sound reasoning will not, 
in this privileged day, be takem in such a gin of destruc- 
tion.” What can this gin of destruction be? Ans. It 
must be a hope of being made alive in Christ, even as we 
dis in Adam, or, of being blessed in Christ as God has prom- 
fsed. Is such a hope a q@rn of destruction? Says Paul, 
“ Weare saved by hope.” Toshow the inconsistency of 
the universal doctrine with the scriptures, brother Terry 
quotes Ez. 33,2,9. The reader. is requested to turn to 
that portion of scripture, and he will find that it points out 
tho duty of a watchman to warn the people when God 
brings a sword upon the land; and if any person, being 
thus warned, does not prepare himself accordingly, “ he 
sball die in his iniquity, &c.” Brother Terry adds, * But 
satan and universalists say, ye shall not surely die.” Now 
this is the first time I ever heard that universalists tell peo- 
ple they shall not die when God brings a sword upon the 
fand, if they take not warning and keep out of the way of 
the enemy, or otherwise prepare against the desolations of 
the sword. But brother. Terry supposes the death spoken 
of ig something more than being slain with the sword, yet, 
though he may even think it to mean what pertains to hell, 
after being slain with the sword, the scriptures warrant the 
conclusion that it is nothing opposed to the gospel doctrine. 
“A}l that drink water shall be comforted in the nether parts 
of the earth,” i. e. in hell.—Ez. 31, 16. Satan says, “ye 
shall not surely die ;” brother Terry says, ye shall surely 
die and shall nat tive again ; but the Bible and Universal- 
ists say, ye shall surely die, and shall surely live again. 
Brother Terry would sooner agree with satan than univer- 
salists would ; for he would say, sin as much as you please, 
if you repent at last ye shal not surely die. Whereas 
Universalists say, if ye sin ye shall surely die, whether ye 
repent or not. Brother Terry says (page 18) “ Universal- 
ism first introduced sin into the worid.” St. Paul says, “by 
the offence of one sin entered into the world.” J suppose 
this one was Adam; but J did not know that his offence 
was Universalism. Does the Bible say that Adam, by the 
offence of Universalism, introduced sin into the world ? 


Brother Terry tells about getting rid of life, by doing 
wickedly, so as to goto heaven ; and to this end he says, 
(page 19) “ He that. cuts his own throat is the wisest man.” 
But Christ says, “nd man hath ascended up to heaven but 
he that came down from heaven.”—John 3,13. He says 
again, “ The kingdom of God is within you.” Now if 
the kingdom of Ged (or heaven) be within us, how are we 
going to get to it by killing ourselves, or getting ourselves 
killed for our evil deeds ? 

Brother Terry says, “That the wicked in this life 
have a reward according to their works is not to be gath- 
ered from the appearance of things.” Christ says, “ judge 
not by outward appearance—John 7,24. Brother Terry 
says, if Universalism betrue,the divine government is 
without sanctions ; and yet he says, “I think 1 have seen 
the day when he!l appeared such a reality that I no more 
doubted its existenee than I deubted my own. | ean lead 


you to the place where I had such a view of the wrath of 
God, and a hell of torments, which I knew I deserved, that: 
my trembling limbs could not support me.”—Page 22. 
Did brother Tetry then feel that a man may sin with im- 
punity? If brother Terry has truly repented he no longer 
sees that heli of torments. 

Brother Terry says, (page 24) if Universalists should go 
where reformations are gomg on “ It would be said, when 
the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord 
satan came alse among them.” St. Peter says, God hath 
showed me that I should call no man common or unclean, 
Hath God shewed this to thee, brother Terry? Brother 
Terry says,“ Universalism is the doctrine of devils, the 
bane of the world.”—-Remember it is what God preached 
to Abraham.—Remember that Ezekiel Terry, calling him- 
self “Elder of the Chureh of Christ,” has pronounced uni- 
versal salvation in Christ, “the doctrme of devils, the bane 
of the world.” “He shall exalt himself and magnify him- 
self above every God, and speak marvellous things against 
the God of Gods; but he shall come to his end and none 
shall help him.” : 

* It shall come to pass in the last days. saith God, that F 
wil pour_out my spirit upon all flesh.” When this is done 
it is Universalism. “The knowledge of the Lord shalt 
cover the earth as the waters cover the seas,” When this 
is done it is Universalism. “He will destroy in this moun~ 
tain the face of the covering which ig east over all people, 
and the vail that is spread over all nations ; He will swal- 
low up death in victory, and the Lord God shall wipe tears 
from off all faces, and take away the rebuke of his people 
from off all the earth; for the Lord hath spoken it.” 
When this is done it is Universalism. “ Whom the heay- 
en must receive until the times of the restitution of all 
things, which God spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.” When this is done it 1s 
Universalism. “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed.” When this is done itis Universalism. And now 
the Lord forgive the man, who, in the depth of ignorance 
and folly, calls the doctrine of universal salvation in Christ, 
according to the gospel of God which he preached te Abra- 
ham, “ The doctrine of devils, the bane of the world.” I 
have noted but a small portion of brother Terry’s ran- 
corous fuliminations against the gospel; but I am sick of rex 
peating expressions so absurd, so seandallous, and so. dis~ 
graceful to the author. In so far as such weapons are aim- 
ed at the advocates of Universalism we forgive, not only 
until seven times, but until seventy times seven; but we 
beseech our opposers to pause, and see if they are not fight- 
ing against God and their own souls. 

JOHN BROOKS. 
——_ 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 


Mr. Editor,—i am occasionally favored with the privi* 
ledge of reading the Churchmans Magazine, published in 
Hartford. A short time sinee] had an opportunity of read- 
ing the Magazine for January last. My attention was attrac- 
ted by a peice headed the “ GoLDEN PILLAR”—and which 
appears to be taken from a publication entitled the Chris- 
tian Observer. The writer of the article commences with 
what he calls an old oriental fable, in which itis related, 
“ that there was once a temple furnished with a multitude 
of pillars, one of which had the singular property of cen- 
fermg immortal youth and happiness on all who took hold 
of it for a few hours.” That multitudes of pilgrims flock- 
ed to the temple from all lands, in order to taste the virtue 
of the golden pillar, and as by the rules of the place nq 
person was allowed to visit it above once, it was very im- 
portant not to mistake the pillar which they clasped. 
That, once on atimea number of pilgrims arrived at the 
temple ina dark night. The rules of the place forbidding 


them to stay above a certain number of hours, it was ne- 
cessary for them to seek out the golden pillar immediately. 
But it being impossible, from the darkness to distinguish 





one pillar from anther, they difered in their cheice ; each 
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ebstinately maintained himself to be in the right. Here! 
the story closes,” says the writer, * with *his remark. ‘I'he 
morning alonecan shew which of these travellers had at- 
tached themselves to the golden pillur.” Without stopping 
to notice, that as these pilerims had to grope for the pillar 
in the dark they could not possibly be to blame if they 
ghoukielasp the wrong one; ner bein the wrong in obsti- 
nately maintaining that they were in the right, while fully 
persuaded from the best, and stroagest evidences they could 
possibly obtain that they hac laid hold of the right one. I 
pass on to notice the remarks and visions of the writer, re- 
sulting from his reflections on this fable. 


+ This fable,” says the writer, “is understood to point 
out tiie ¢fferent religions which divide the globe, and which 
are represented >y the Various pillars in the temple. One 
only cun be the right one: but, in the opmion of this ori- 
ental ‘abulist, it is impossible in this world, to determine 
which is the one : and T suppose the intended moral to be, 
the necessity of wnirerscal toleration.” u 

The recollection of this apologue, or fable, which the 
writer says, he heard many years before, excited in his 
mind a good.deai ef reflection. He could not believe that 
mankind were left in so much doubt with respect to their 
most important concerns. The night he thought must be 
dark indeed, m which no means could be found to distin- 
guish in the open air, between a pillar of gold and a pillar 
of lead; ner was it, in his opinien, impossible to diseover 
true religion, ?f we honestly use those faculties which God 
has given us for this purpose. 

I perfectly agree with the writer in this last clause. Re- 
ligion is simple, and within the reach of the weakest capa- 
city to understand ; and as the writer justly observes, if we 
use the faculties God has given us, we can discoverit. He 
adds “We may be very tollerant and very benevolent with- 
out thinking one RELIGION as likely to be right as anoth- 
er; for why may not charity exist without scepticism.” 
There is in my humbie opinion but onE RELEGION. Re- 
ligionis one thing. Systems of faith another. The time 
has been, and perhaps still exists in which it was believed 
that he who was not within the pale of the Roman Cath- 
olic church would be damued—that those who were not 
Episcopalians must be forever miserable, those who were 
Calvimsts were forever lost—that those who were not 
Methodists must go to hell ; and the Mahometaa, learning 
the lesson from believers in christianity, shuts out all chris- 
tians from his celestial paradise. If systems of faith, and 
a round of ceremonies constitute religion then there are 
many religions, and it would be impossible with all the 
faculties God has given us, to find the right one, for they 
are numerous, and so involved in mystery, and inconsisten- 
ey, that the mind must receive them without evidence, 
and the believer must have a HOPE, without possessing a 
reason for that hope. 


True religion consists in Love to God, that love which 
produces an obedience to the divine commandments. Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyselfi—love thine enemies &c. 
If I mistake not, the word religion is used but FIvE times 
in the Bible. Pure religion is thus defined. “ Pure reli- 
gion, and undefiled before God and the Father, is this: to 
visit the fatherless and the widow, in their af_lliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world. 


The author of the article under consideration, informs 
us that in the midst of his reflections on the fable, he fell 
asleep, when the thoughts that occupied his attention while 
awake, now ran through his mind and he fancied he saw 
an edifice arise like the one described in the fable. It 
Was a vast roof raised on innumerable pillars, which he 
understood was called the Protestant Cuurcn. He 
_ beheld a number of travellers just arrived at this building 

in search of the golden pillar. It was a somewhat dark 
and cloudy night; occasionally the clouds broke a little, and 
gave way to a faint moon light, nor was the gloom on the 
Wholese thick and intense, asta render the eves of the 


travellers useless, or their search entirely hopeless. They 
could easily see both one another, and the general form and 
appearance of the building. Each piliar it appears 
bore a title in illuminated characters, which, however, rath- 
er DAZZLED than assisted the sight: but the travellers 
were particularly warned not to pay implicit attention te 
these titles: they were desired to rely solely on a close ex- 
amination of the pillars themselves ; & to help them in this 
TASK (which seems to bea difficultone) they were furnish- 
ed with « model of the golden pillar. Without following 
the writer in all the particulars of his dream ; suffice it te 
say, he beheld one attaching himself to this pillar, and an- 
other to that, and if the pillar selected did not compare 
with the model, it was twisted to compare with the pillar. 
While noticing the choice of the several pilgrims, a young’ 
man planted himself by a pillar, which was mscribed with 
the words Unitversan Cuanity. “This,” says the vision- 
ists,“ was an irregular spiral, and on placing my eye near 
it, there was light enough plainly to perceive, that so far 
from being gold, it was am ill-cemented composition of 
base materials.” 

I ean readily believe the writer to be dreaming when he 
beheld * Unrversan CuHarity” as an “ irregular spiral— 
and an ill-cemented composition of base materiais; but 
that he should publish it to the world asa reality, when he 
had awakened from his dream, is, somewhat surprising— 
An Aposile defining Cuaniry. Says, “ charity suffereth 
long, and is kind ; charity vaunteth not itself, is not pufled 
up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, 
is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not im 
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, ho- 
peth all things, endureth all things. Charity never fail- 
eth.” Having ascertained the native powers and exerci- 
ses of charity, { next turned tomy dictionary to see if J 
understood the meaning of the word ‘Unirersal & found that 
its signification was ‘extending to all.’ It appears then, that 
the exercise of this heaven born principle wirich ‘thinketh 
no evil’ ‘rejoiceth not in iniquity,’ and which ‘never faiieth,’ 
when extended to all mankind without exception, forms 
‘an irregular spiral,’ and is an ‘ill-cemented composition of 
base materials.” 


It is not long since, that I learned from the “Christian 
Secretary” that “Universal lore” was a property of the sen- 
sual mind; and now | am mformed that “ Univensan 
Cuariry” is a composition of base materials. It is sur- 
prising to find mankind at war with every generous and 
liberal property of the heart that can dignify man and en- 
able him to perform his duty acceptably in life; and it is 
also worthy of notice, that it 1s by meang similar to those a- 
dopted by this writer, that the enemies of Universal Salva- 
tion attempt to oppose the doctrine. They seem unwil- 
ling to meet the sentiment which they are continually stig- 
matizing in an openan manly way; but by visions &e. &ec, 
they make an insidious thrust, with a design to destroy 
what they are unwilling openly to meet. Our Episcopa- 
lian brethren profess great liberality of sentiment ; I was 
therefore the more astonished to find such things in a publi- 
cation under their control. If I had found the attempt te 
decry charity, and to limit ifs exercise to a few of mankind 
in a Calvinistic paper, it would not have excited any sur- 
prize, as it is perfectly consistent with the spirit of Calvin- 
ism, to limit benevolence and every kind feeling; but te 
find such sentiments sanctioned by men professing great 
liberality is somewhat singular. 

I wish the writer of the article, or some learned divine 
who has adopted his opinion respecting Universal Charity, 
would have the goodness to inform the community, how 
far charity may be extended and remain pure, or in what 
manner it may be exercised without becoming debased. 
As “Universal Charity.” that is charity exercised to all 
men forms the “irregular spiral, an ill-cemented composi- 
tion of base materials”—It is certainly necessary if we are 
allowed to exercise charity at all asa heavenly property, 





that we know how far we may exercise it. If it is not to 
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be extended to ail. Tohow many? To three fourths— 
ene half—or one fourth of mankind? How far it may be 
extended and continue a celestial virtue—and when it will 
begin to lose those qualities, and become the composition 
of base materials? If we are not allowed to be charita- 
ble to all mankind it is time we knew whether charity is 
to be confined to Episcopalians, to Presbyterians,.or Meth- 
odists. 
is to enjcy our benevolence, 
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REPLY TO “SENEX.” 
(concluded from page 79) 
“Senex” continuing his-attempt to refute Mr. Ballou’s 
opinion that men are rewarded according to their works 


in this world, and that Jesus never put off the day of 
judgment to a future state of existence, directs the reader 


to Heb. 9,27, where St. Paul, in his opinion, teaches'a dif-: 
ferent doctrine, “ It is appointed unto all men once to die,’ 


‘ut after that the judgment”—unfortunately for ‘Senex’ 
the text doesnot read as he has quoted it. It does not read 
“appointed unto ALL men once te die” but “ appoiated unto 
men once todie.” If ‘Senex’ isa man of science unless he 
were blinded by tradition, he never would have brought 
this text forward in proof of a judgment in another world. 
if he had carefully kept in view the subject on which the 
apostle was treating, the offering of the high Priest under 
the !nw, and the offering of Chriet as our high Priest ; and 
hadhe paid due attention te the form of expression used 
by the apostle, he must have been sensible that Paul had 
no reference to natural death, to which all men are sub- 
jected. For the benefit of our readers, we invite them to 
open their bibles and carefully to examine the passage un- 
der consideration. It reads thus, “And as it is appointed 
unto mén once to die, but after this the judgment :”—In or- 
der to finish the sentence we must read the next verse, “So 
©hrist was once offered to bear the sins of many; and un- 
to them that look for him shall he appear the sacond time 
without.sin unto £alvation.” To have a correct under- 
standing of this passage it is necessary that due atten- 
tion be paid to the conjunction “as” in the 27th vs. and the 
adverb “so” in the 28th. I will now take the liberty to 
give these verses according to their true meaning conuect- 
ing them with the three preceding verses. 


“ For Christ is not entered into the holy places made 
with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us : 
Nor yet that he shouid offer himself often, as the high priest 
entereth into the holy place every year with blood of oth- 
ers; for then must he often have suffered since the founda- 
tion of the world: but now once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self.” And in the same manner it is appointed nnto men, 
once to die, but after this the judgment: in like manner 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; (or as 
Wakefield renders it, au.) and unto them that look for 
him shall he appear the second time, without sin, unto Sal- 
vation. 

The reader must now be sensible that the apostle was 
refering tothe ceremonial death of the high priest under 
the law, who was appointed to die in the figure, for the sins 
of the people ; and having sprinkled with the blvod of the 
victim the tabernacle &c.—he (i. e. the high priest) enter- 
ed into the most holy place, or place of judgment—to offer 
incense-on the golden altar. The Jewish high priest offer- 
ed the solemn expiatory sacrifice once a year—Christ once 
im the end of the world, when he is represented as enter- 
ing not “into the holy places made with hands; which are 





the figures ef the true; but into heaven itself, there ts 
appear in the presence of God forus : (as the high priest 
appeared in the holiest of all, for, or in behalf of the peo. 
ple) nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high 
priest entereth into the holy place, every year with the 


blood of others : for then must he often have suffered since 


ithe foundation of the world ; but now once im the end of 
If toa part of mankind, what part thet is, which 


the world, hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 


jof himself.” And in the manner it is appeimted unto mex 


to die, (i, e. those who are high priesfs,) and after this the 
judgment : in like manner Christ was once offered for to 
bear the sins ef many (i.e. all.) It is evident therefore 
that the text does not give support to the opinien of ‘Se 
nex’ in opposition to that of Mr. B. 


The next passage to which ‘Senex’ directs the attention 
of the reader is Isaiah 33, “ He says Mr. B. on page 12has 
quoted part of the 14th vs. (viz.) “* Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire ? who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings?” And has introduced the 15th 
vs. (viz.) “He that walketh righteously, and speaketh up- 
rightly” as an answer to the interrogation. This ‘Senex’ 
says is a very forced construction, and directly centrary to 
the design of the inspired penman. These questions whe 
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among 
us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? Appear to be 
introduced by the prophet, in consequence of the judgment 
which he had before denounced against the enemies of Zi- 
on, and sinners in general.” It is surprismg that men of 
education should so far yield to their prejudice as to do vi- 
olence to language as ‘Senex’ has certainly done in the pres 
ent instance. Do we readin this chapter, of enemies of 
Zion, ot, of sinners in general? nota word. The proph- 
et thus writes, * The sinners in Zion are afraid (not sinners 
in general, but sinners in Zion) fearfulness hath surprised 
the hypocrite,” (not enemies of Zion.) Now what consti- 
tutes‘a mana hypocrite? The professing to be what he 
is not. Jn thiscase the hypocrite in Zion, must be one 
who had made great pretensions to religion, while he was 
destitute of its sacred influence in his heart. Such charac- 
ters will always be fearful when the light of divine truth 
displays the sacred principles of the christian religion, and 
exposes to the view of every reflecting mind hypocrisy in 
all its deformity. Those sinners iff Zion, who, under the 
pretence of serving God, have acted contrary to the ce- 
lestial graces which constitute true religion, will always be 
afraid, when they find their iniquities laid open for the in- 


speetion of the candid enquirer after truth. 


The prophet having made the declaration, “ the sinners 
in Zion are afraid, fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrite:” 
Asks the following questions, “ who among us shall dwell 
with the devouring fire ? who-among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings?” These questions being asked, we 
look for an answer. Has the prophet answered the ques- 
tions ? “Senex, does not admit that he has. “ The ques- 
tions” says he, “ appear to be introduced by the prophet in 
consequence of the judgment he had before denounced.” 
And in the 16th verse, he has declared the reward of him, 
“that walketh uprightly &c.” What does ‘Senex’ do with 
the 15th verse? he seems to neglect that altogether ? 


It would be an imposition upon the good sense of our 
readers to say more on this point, for if they will only turn 
to the passage under consideration they will at once see that 
the questions being asked, the answer is immediately given, 
And nothing but worse than Egyptian darkness, can make 
any person believe, that the 15th 16th and 17th verses do 
not contain the direct answer to the questions in the 14th 
verse. 


One more and we have done with ‘Senex’. He says, 


“ the writer (Mr. B.) observes, pages 12, 13, ‘that the fla- 
ming fire in which the Lord Jesus is to be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty Angels” mentioned in the text 
(2d Thess. 1st Ch. 7, 8,vs,) is from heaven, and if it is, if 
must be heavenly fire; aad of course it must be the fire of 























RELIGIOUS 


INQUIRER. 87 





at. 





divinelove. Implying (if 1] understand him cerrectly) that 
no fire but the fire of divine love can come from heaven. 
The reader is therefore invited to attend to the 19th ch. of 
Genesis 24th and 25th vs. he will there find this declara- 
tion, “then the Lord rained upon Sedom ad Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and he 
overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhab- 
itants of those cities, and all that which grew upon the 

ound.” ‘Senex’ introduces two or three othe? passages, 
Pat as the whole he would prove by them is comtained in 
the above, and all the force of his objection rests wpon the 
expression “out of heaven” it is unnecessary to notige them. 
We are really at a loss how to reply to these last observa- 
tions of ‘Senex,’ they are too ridieulous to be treated with 
seriousness, and yet we are unwilling to treat them with 
levity. Can ‘Senex’ believe that by the word heaven in 
this text in Gen. that the blessed abode of the Supreme 
Being, of Christ, or of the beatified spirits of the just made 
perfect is intended? Iso, then in this state of blessedness 
are to be found eommingled with other elements and sub- 
stances, Fine and Brimstone. Fire and brimstone we 
have generally been taught were to be only found, in Fell, 
but according to ‘Senex’ they are also inheaven. ‘Tihe text 
says “the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in tla- 
ming fire,” that is according to ‘Senex’ Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaver.in Firmgzand Brimstorx. Such ideas 
are too puerile tomerit attention, and it appears to us that 
the man who would encourage such thoughts must. be a 
simpleton, or disposed totake advantage of the ignorance 
of others to deceivethem. The phrase “out of heaven”— 
er, “from heaven” isa common expression, denoting the 
regions above, the expanse of the sky. Hence we read, 
that “the'sun stood still in the midst of heaven” of “light- 
ning coming down from heaven” of the “rain and snow 
from heaven” “rain from heaven, &c. &c.” Yet no person 
that ever met with before, ever attempted by such ex- 
pressions to prove that the lightning, thunder, rain, or snow 
éame from the blessd abodes of eternal glory, and immor- 
tality. It was left for ‘Senex’ to get up this wretched sub- 
terfuge, to oppose the rational idea of God's divine good- 
ness operating as an all devouring fire, destroying atu that 
is opposed to its own celestial nature, and saving all moral 
beings by its power. *Senex’ ought to‘ have remembered 
that Jesus is compared to a “Refiners fire,” and to “Fullers 
goap”’ and it is said that he shall sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver. He ought tohave examined into the manner in 
which Jesus will take vengeance upon his enemies. The 
Redeemer has taught us how to be avenged on our ene- 
mies, and it is altogether probable that the divine teacher 
pursues the same method. He says “if thine enemy be 
hungry, feed him ; if he be naked, clothe him: if he be 
thirsty give him water'to drink, in so doing thou shalt keep 
edals of fire upon his head and the Lord shall reward thee.” 

al 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


UNIVERSALISM ON A DEATH BED. 

Dear BrotHEr—lIn your last epistle you informed 
me ofthe death of two of your kind and esteemed friends* 
in Portland, members of your society. As I began to read 
this clause of your letter, gloomy thoughts ran through my 
mind. Ah,cruel death! thou king of terrors! Two more 
have fallen at thy hand, while others stand, and mourn, and 
weep. But, my mind was not long pained with such 
gloomy reflections. Your deelaration that “ they remain- 
ed, to the last moment of life, firm and unshaken in their 
Farra in the Universal Saviour,” called my mind from 
this dismal scene of death and darkness, to the bright scene 
of glorious life beyond the tomb, where death can never 
come, and supplied me with two more powerful testimo- 
miés against the assertion, often unjustly and tauntingly 
made, that a belief in the doctrine of the Universal goodness 
and salvation of God, willnot give support in a dying hour. 








“Capt. PRIGHARD and Mrs. Smita: . 


Those who make this assertion use theit utmost endeay- 
ours, when occasion offers, to make the assertion true. 
Great exertions are often made to alarm and to terrify the 
sick, who profess to believe that Christ will prove to be 
virtually, what the Father sent him to be, viz, “ The Sav- 
icur of the world.” But in all such cases with which I 
have been acquainted, as well as in the case you mention, 
these exertions have proved ineffectual. Though it het 
been said that the approach of death would cause them 
to give up their faith, yet death, together with all these - 
pious exertions have not ‘been able to destroy their confi- 
dence in the crucified and risen Saviour, who they believ- 
ed, is “ the propitiation for-their sins, and not for theirs only, 
but aso for thesins of the whole world.” 

A case of this kind lately occurred in Sidney. A young 
lady by the name of Lucinda Taylor, aged about 20, died 
a few weeks since,triumphant in the faith of the gospel, 
through which life and immortality are brought to light 
for the dying family of man. She found by happy experi-: 
ence that this faith was good to live by in time of prosperi- 
ty, that it was good in days of great distress, and good in her 
dying moments. : 


A year ago she was brought to endure several months 
of extremely distressful sickness, during which it was some- 
times thought, by herself and friends, that life would con- 
tinue but afew hours longer. At such times, as well as 
during her whole siekness, professors of religion were try- 
ing, both by persuasion and by the most horrid denuncia- 
tions, to induce her to renounce her faith. On one eve~ 
ning in particular, when it was net expected that she would 
continue until morning, one of her visiting neighbours told 
her that the probability was that she had buta litile while 
to live, and if she did not change her belief, she would sink 
to hell!! After 1 bad heard of these things from several 
others, they were told me by Miss Taylor herself, who re- 
covered her health so that she has since visited this town- 
“ These anathamas of men,” said she, “ did not move me. 
I was confident that my Saviour was sufficient for me, and 
I knew that those who were constantly endeavouring te 
disturb my rest, knew nothing of my doctrine.” 

As winter again came on, consumption renewed its hold 
on thisdaughter of Zion, aud as though the greatest dis- 
tress of body were not enough, several of her neighbours 
again renewel their efforts to distress her mind. "| visited 
her during this, her last sickness; and though she viewed 
death near, her rest in the Lord was glorious. ‘That heay- 
enly calmness and serenity marked her conversation, which 
is rarely found. . 

I inquired whether any were yet exerting themselves, 
as they had done before, to shake her confidence in the im- 
partial and never-failing Saviour of sinners. “ Yes,” she 
replied, “many continue their endeavours: but their exer- 
tions to weaken, rather tend to strengthen my faith. The 
more they say, the more I am led to look to Jesus, and [ 
behold more and more beauties in him. I feel that I am 
safe in my Saviour’s arms.” 

In this rest she continued to the last, “ being sealed with 
the spirit of promise,” and joyfully expecting “ the redemp- 
tion of the [whole] purchased possession,” of him “ who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” 
Sol suppose that those who were her “ miserable comfort- 
ers,” have, in their thoughts sentenced her to ceasless woe. 
Of this I judge from the assertions before mentioned. 
What must she have done to give them ground to hope 
for her future welfare? She+must have assented to their 
ereed. She must have expressed a conviction that there 
is an endless hell for the greater part of sinners, and 
a Saviour for but few, and that she, either accor- 
ding to an eternal decree of God, was to be of the hap- 
py few. Then they could have thought that “ all is well.” 
But not to make a Christof experience, nor trust in assen- 
ting a certain creed; but to trust implicitly in the Son of 
God, and believe that he is the unchanging and never-fail- 








ing friend and Savieur ef the whole human femily war 
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thought sufficient to cast one off forever—frum the mercy 
ef God. “ Father forgive them, for they know not what 


they do.” 
S. COBB. 
Waterville Feb. 25, 1823. 
Leica 

The violent opposition made by proféssors of religion to 
every system of doctrine differing from that which they 
have embraced, and in many instances without knowing 
any thing about the doétrine more than the name, will ren- 
der the following fable worthy of notice. It is recommen- 
ed particularly to the attention of those who are bitter 
énemits to the salvation of all men to holiness and happiness ; 
and who, when asked if they ever heard the doctrine preach- 
ed readily answer, No; nor never mean to hear it. If asked, 
did you ever read any writings on the subject? Answer, 
No, nor would not for the world. I would not suffer the 
writings of Universalists to be brought into my house, if 
they were I would throw them into the fire. Solomon says 
“ He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is fol- 
ly and shame unto them.” To such the moral lesson taught 
by this fable may be of use, and pleasing and instructive 
to all.— Editor. : 


THE PARTI-COLOURED SHIELD: 


With hasty judgment ne’er decide ; 
First hear what's said on either side. 


In the days of Knight-Errantry and Paganism, one of our 
old British Princes set upa statue to the Goddess of victo- 
ry,in a point where four roads met together. In her 
night hand she held a spear, and rested her left upon a 
shield ; the outside of this shield was of gold, and the inside 
eofsilver. Onthe former was insefibed, in the old British 
language, To the Goddess ever favourable ; and of the oth- 
er, For four Victories obiained over the Picts, anit other in- 
habitants of the northern Islands. 

It happened one day that two knights, completely armed 
the one in black armour, the other in White, arrived from 
opposite parts of the country at this statue just about the 
same time ; and as neither of them had seen it before, they 
stopped to read the inscription, and observe the excellence 
of its workmanship. After contemplating it for some time, 
this golden shield, says the black knight—golden shield, 
ecied the white knight, (who was strictly observing the op- 
posite side) why, if Ihave my eyes it is silver.—I know 
nothing of your gyes, replied the black knight, but if ever 
I saw a golden shieldia my life this is one. Yes, returned 
the white knight smiling, it is very probable, indeed, that 
. they should expose a shield of gold in so public a place as 
this ; for my part I wonder even a silver one .is not too 
strong a temptation for the devotion of some people who 
pass this way—and it appears by the date that this has 
been here above three years. The black knight could not 
bear the smile with which this was delivered, and grew so 
warm in the dispute that it soon ended in a challenge. They 
both therefore turned their horses, and rode hack so far as 
to have sufficient space for their career, then fixed their 
spears in their rests, and flew at each other with the great- 
est fury and impetuosity. Their shock was so rude, and 
the blow on each side so effectual that they both fell to the 
ground, much wounded and bruised, and lay there some 
time, asin atrance. A good druid, who was travelling 
that way, found them in this condition. The druids were 
ihe physicians of those times, as well as the priests. He 
had a sovereign balsam about him, which he had composed 
himself, for he was very skilful in all the plants that grew 
in the fields or in the forests ; he staunched their blood, ap- 
plied his balsam to their wounds, and brought them as it 
were from death to life again. As soon as they were suf- 
ficiently recovered, he began to inguire into the occasion of 
their quarrel. “ Why, this man” cried the black knight, 
“will have it that that shield yonder is silver.” “ And he 





will have it” -eplied the white knight, “that it is gold,” and 
‘then told him all the particulars of the affair. “Ah -” said 


the druid with asigh, “you are both of you, my brethren 
in the right, and both of you in the wrong; had either of 
you given himself time to look on the opposite side of the 
shield, as weil as that which first presented itself to view, 
all this passion and bloodshed might have been avoided ; 
however, there is a very good lesson to be learned from the 
evils that have befallen you on this occasion.—Permit me, 
therefore, to entreat you by ail ourgods, and by this god- 
dess of victory in particular, never lo enter into any dispute 
for the future, till you have fairly considered boih sides of the 
question.— Eng. Pap. 
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From the N: Y. Gospel Herald: 
THE WAY WE DO. 


We Missionaries -have a private seal, for our exclusive 
benefit. Look at this—An orthordox publication, giy- 
ing an account of the sickness. aniieath of Mrs. Kings- 
bury the wile of a missionary, says, “She lamented her 
unfaithfulness ; but expressed a Irumble hope ef her accpté 
ance with God, through the merits of a Saviour.” When 
we wicked Universalists, as our friends style us,“ express 
a humble hope of the acceptance” of all mankind with 
God, “through the merits of a Saviour.” a great hue and cry 
is made! But whena missionary or a missionary’s wife, is 
about to dié, they, in defiance of all their old opinions and 
hard speecties, fly to the despised Universalists’ doctrine 
for shelter ! It is then “ the merits of a Saviour!” Alt 
their repentance, good works, long feces, long prayers, and 
tong pretentions, are found of no avail. Ifthey have any 
consolation above the wretched stupidity of pharisaism, if 
is derived from the doctrine of God’s universal and imper- 
tial grace. 
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POETRY. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
The following poetical effusion is a gentle and moving 
address to the heart, and impresses the instruction it con 
veys by the most proper; the most rational motives. 
PoLycar® 
Why sits disdain upon thy brow ? 
Why pouts that ruddy lip so now ? 
‘hough, pretty maid, thine eye is bright 
As evening star on winter's night. 
Although thy cheek so sweetly glows, 
Like brightest flush of damask rose : 
Thou know’st—1T 13 DECREED—that eye 
Low in the grave must sightless lie; 
That cheek that wears so bright a bloom, 
Shall fade and perish in the tomb. 
Dote not then maiden, on thy charms, 
Butwake thy soul to death’s alarms: 
Nor pride, nor beauty, from the grave, 
That form, that cheek, that eye can save. 
But oh! there dwells within that breast, 
A spirit—an immortal guest, 
In beauty more resplendent far 
Than damask rose, or evening star, 
Which, envious death, survives the hour, 
When mortals own thy withering power. 
Haste then, improve that noble part, 
Worth all thy care, worth all thy art ; 
That must be noble which to Gon's allied, 
And worth all care, for which a Savioun died. 
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